Biotinylation: a simple method for labelling complement component C8 with preservation of functional activity.
Biotinylation of human C8 with the water-soluble biotin derivative biotinylamidohexanoic acid, N-hydroxysulfosuccinimide ester is an excellent method for labelling this terminal complement component with preservation of its functional activity. The biotinylated product can be detected both in native form and also following its incorporation into the terminal complement complexes. Detection assays include Western blotting, crossed immunoblotting, ELISA, and immunocytochemistry. Biotinylation is an attractive alternative method for labelling C8 and may be used for detecting and quantifying C8 and C5b-9 complexes in their soluble and membrane-bound forms.